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Ina Archer’s Hattie McDaniel: or, A Credit to the Motion Picture Industry, is indicative of her work which, according to the artist, often “addresses the 
important but immensely difficult relationship of marginalized people to cinema and media representation.”  Using four monitors, Archer fuses found 
television and film clips with original video to comment on the cultural politics that surrounded Hattie McDaniel’s receipt of the 1940 Oscar for best 
supporting actress in Gone With the Wind.   
 
The daughter of an Air Force base commander, Archer was born in Paris.  She was drawn to films as early as the age of six and, as an adult, grew 
to love the small movie houses of Manhattan.  Archer elaborates on her affection for movies saying, “In these theaters I [was] part of a community of 
which I’m fond, the community of audience.” Archer’s view of the movies, however, is not purely romantic especially as it relates to race,  “Our film 
heritage with its problematic legacy of blackface minstrelsy and other forms of cinematic 
ethnic/racial/cultural cross-dress is alternately joyful and bitterly painful, often both at once.” 
 
In Hattie McDaniel, Archer’s simultaneous adoration and critique of the movies beams from four 
monitors that traverse time and space.  The center screen houses television footage of Hattie 
McDaniel’s Academy Award acceptance speech with text that prompts viewers to question the 
authenticity and sincerity of the event. On the right, Archer manipulates scenes from some of 
McDaniel’s movies.  The clips are humorous because of McDaniel’s comedic talent, but also reflect 
the disturbing racial stereotypes of her day.  On the other two screens, we see present-day 
scenes, one showing the artist at work and the other repeating a clip of Halle Berry receiving the 
Oscar for best actress.  Archer dons satirical costumes and dusts her computer on one screen 
while Berry’s acceptance serves as a shrill foil to McDaniel’s introverted speech.  While Archer’s 
installation has a definite thematic thrust, she intentionally leaves room for viewers to “construe meanings from the interactions … or just watch.”   
 
Ina Archer received her BFA in Film/Video from Rhode Island School of Design in 1985.  In 2000 she earned her MA in Cinema Studies from New 
York University.  Archer has participated in exhibitions at venues such as The Studio Museum in Harlem and White Columns, New York.  She has 
also participated in film festivals across the United States. 


