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Jefferson Pinder’s Marathon begins with the artist in a wooded area wearing no clothes. He then runs from this pastoral setting into an urban 
landscape, putting on articles of clothing he picks up in route. The gritty imagery of Marathon was accomplished by shooting in 8mm film and then 
converting it to DVD.  According to the artist, he referenced art films and music videos in order to create “a dark and humorous look at assimilation 
and migration,” adding that “The film’s quick paced movements and music abstractly illustrate the process of integration.”   

Pinder’s committed performance, the use of cleverly shifting camera angles, the graininess of 
8mm film and the artist’s attention to detail all contribute to the success of Marathon.   While the 
visuals are intriguing, the video’s symbolism is its driving force.  First, by running from a wooded 
area to the city, Pinder’s travels mirror the migration of former slaves from the agricultural 
communities of the South to the industrial economy of the North.  Pinder emphasizes this cultural 
shift with a catchy Latin soundtrack whose song repeats “I’ll never go back to Georgia.”   Second, 
the theme of entitlement emerges when the artist finishes his ensemble with a tie and jacket.  It 
is then that we realize he is adopting the uniform of mainstream success -- a suit.  A third layer of 
meaning resides in the athleticism of Marathon, which Pinder hoped would conjure the spirit of 
“commercials of black athletes like O.J. Simpson and Marion Jones … [because] the power and 
grace of these Afro-Ameican figures in constant motion is commanding.”  Thanks to the video’s 
pace, its muted color palette and Pinder’s optimistic countenance, Marathon does indeed remind 
one of the 1970s commercials that featured a young O.J. Simpson running for his Hertz rental 
car.  Pinder’s addition of two young, admiring children who jubilantly run after him, further alludes 
to the heroic status of these popular athletes. When Pinder finishes his grueling run, he 
collapses, but as the credits roll, an unruffled Pinder strolls down the sidewalk as if none of it had happened.   

Jefferson Pinder received his BA in theater and his MFA in painting from the University of Maryland where he is currently a full-time lecturer. Pinder 
has exhibited his work in over 20 venues including shows in New York, Dallas and a solo exhibition in Nashville at Tennessee State University’s HV 
Gallery.  His videos have also been screened at film festivals in Woodstock, New York and San Francisco, California.   

 


