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Knut Åsdam’s The Hollow Space uses minimal imagery and words to tackle the complex issue of how humans treat the land. Åsdam, who consistently addresses what he 
calls the “analysis of space in terms of desire, usage and history,” uses The Hollow Space to show the human need to voraciously accumulate land.  Many of Åsdam’s 
other videos juxtapose seemingly unrelated scenes, such as splicing images of a construction site next to people dancing in a dark club.  The Hollow Space, however, 
differs from those works as it focuses on one central image and repetition to comment on man’s historical 
acquisition and alteration of land.   
 
A follower of the minimalist aesthetic, Åsdam sees the allegorical potential in mundane images.  In The Hollow 
Space, the imagery and the voiceover (another device often included in his work) are spare, but pack a punch.  
By repeatedly singing lyrics such as “Same, same.  More, more. Would you like to know?  Don’t know where. 
Don’t know how.  Property all about spacing….” in a childlike fashion and filming from the air, Åsdam’s 
crooning narrator seems to be on a shopping spree – scanning the “store” for the perfect plot of land.  The 
videos lackadaisical stance casts a harsher light on environmental abuse as the artwork’s mood mirrors the 
casualness with which the earth is often treated.    
 
Åsdam is a Norwegian-born, London-raised artist who is currently based in New York. He has exhibited 
worldwide, including the Tate Gallery in London, the Venice Biennale and the Whitney Museum of American 
Art.  In 2003, Åsdam will exhibit a large video installation at the Istanbul Biennial and will show at 
approximately 10 venues, including Bard College and the Irish Museum of Modern Art in Dublin.   


